
 
 
 

ADB Comments on TOSSD – as of 7 September 2016  
 
 
General  

    ADB welcome the planned regional dialogue meeting in Asia in October 2016.  

    ADB is fully committed to the transparency agenda and commends OECD’s effort to lead the 
preparation of the TOSSD compendium.    

    ADB fully supports an initiative that will improve monitoring of resource flows to support SDG agenda.  

TOSSD measurement vs ODA measurement  

    Overall, the TOSSD methodology and system should enable data submission without requesting 
additional resources from data suppliers.  

    Having ODA and TOSSD running in parallel will increase the significant reporting burden for donors and 
recipients. ADB would like to encourage OECD Secretariat to further explore how TOSSD measure could 
gradually replace the ODA measure.  

    The development community must work together to encourage recipients and providers to report 
TOSSD data through a single common platform that would include OECD-DAC data, IATI data etc.  

    As the UN are working on a results framework for the SDGs, TOSSD should focus on financial flows. In 
the same vein, the idea of linking TOSSD flows with outcomes (e.g., jobs created) needs very careful 
consideration. It may be more practical to simply record the objectives of resources provided, for example, by 
SDG goal or target.  

    The use of purchasing power parities in reporting information is appropriate for facilitating data 
comparability.  

TOSSD and recipient countries  

    The relatively weak statistical capacity of recipient countries is a significant constraint for the 
operationalization of TOSSD. This issue became apparent during the monitoring of the Millennium 
Development Goals and an initiative to build ‘National Strategy for Development of Statistics (NSDS)’ was 
implemented as a result in many countries. TOSSD data requirements should be, to the extent possible, 
aligned with statistical capacity built through the NSDS initiative.  

    In parallel, TOSSD agenda should come up with a plan to develop data sources and guide recipient 
countries in the monitoring of indicators.  

    In addition, TOSSD should be accompanied with a clear objective to strengthen reporting systems and 
institutions within recipient countries.  

Eligibility of activities for TOSSD  

    The criteria in determining the eligibility of activities could include specific links to a number of SDG 
targets which are more precise than the goals themselves.  



    It will be useful to design transparent criteria to determine eligibility of countries for TOSSD. Such criteria 
should be larger than income and account other deprivations. This is especially applicable for Asia where 
despite rapid reduction in poverty, deprivations in non-income aspects of poverty remain.    

    The title “Total Official Support for Sustainable Development (TOSSD)” suggests that mobilized 

resources will be presented separately because “official” generally denotes that the resources are either 
public or have public backing.  

 


